D RAKE Drake Plastics Ltd. Co., 14869 Grant Cypress, TX 77429 « 281.255-6855, 281.255-6853 (fax) * drakeplastics.com
Plastics Ltd. Co.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Drake Plastics Introduces 6” (152.4mm) Diameter Torlon® Rod

CYPRESS, Tex., October 18, 2011--- Drake Plastics Ltd. Co. now
extrudes 6” (152.4mm) diameter Torlon® 4203 rod, extending its wide
range of Torlon machinable shapes. In early 2011, Drake’s technology
team undertook this challenge after receiving inquiries from potential
customers. Drake’'s 6" diameter rod is the largest extruded Torlon
manufactured worldwide and is currently available from stock.

This rod enables Torlon to be used for
additional critical applications including thermal
isolators, electrical insulators, valve seats,
wheels, baffles and gears. The larger diameter
improves vyield, reducing the cost to produce parts
previously machined from extruded plate or
compression-molded polyimide and polyamide- -
imide shapes. Torlon 4203 has exceptionally low thermal conductivity,
outstanding mechanical strength and very high dielectric strength.
Machinists and design engineers have long recognized the value of
extruded shapes to deliver precision parts quickly and economically.

Drake Plastics continues to lead the industry in the development
and delivery of custom Torlon products including large rod, plate and
Seamless Tube® for machining. Drake works in close cooperation with
Solvay Specialty Polymers, the sole resin producer of Torlon PAI, to
identify and serve new applications in aerospace, electronics and
petroleum exploration and production.

Founded as a niche converter and
technical marketer of specialty high performance
plastics, Drake continues its tradition of adding
new products to enhance the performance of
customers’ products and processes. Steven
Quance, President of Drake Plastics, has long
contended, “If we build it, the applications will
come.” As evidence, the newest application for
this rod is a 6” diameter caster wheel used in
autoclaves that cure advanced composites. The
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caster features a 6” V-groove wheel of Torlon 4203
with a high-performance Torlon 4275 bushing and

thrust washers. The Torlon 4275 bushing offers long T
life, smooth operation and requires no lubrication.
The non- metallic construction eliminates Q/
contamination from lubrication and undesirable

particle generation from metal-to-metal contact
between the wheel and track.

About Drake Plastics

Founded in 1997, Drake Plastics pioneered the production of stock shapes from glass
reinforced Torlon 5030 in support of the Javelin Missile Program. Drake continues to
offer an increasing product line of machinable rod, plate and Seamless Tube® from
Torlon and specialty PEEK grades. Drake practices lean techniques, producing products
in single-piece flow ensuring that the first part is identical to the last. This manufacturing
approach is central to Drake’s mission of perfection in both product and service.

Today, Drake manufactures and stocks 11 different PEEK based products in addition to
the most complete line of Torlon based shapes worldwide. Drake extrudes custom sizes
with low minimums, quickly and economically. Injection molded parts, near-net shapes
and fabricated standard parts are also available.

Learn more at www.drakeplastics.com.

Drake Plastics Ltd. Co., The Torlon Specialists, and Drake Research Ltd., The Specialty
PEEK Specialists, use the Seamless Tube® Trademark under license from Drake
Plastic Products Inc.

Torlon® is a registered trademark of Solvay Specialty Polymers. Solvay Specialty
Polymers is the manufacturer of more high-performance polymers than any other
polymer company and supplies over 1,500 products. Solvay Specialty Polymers is the
world leader in advanced polymer resin production. Learn more at
www.solvayspecialtypolymers.com.
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